Characteristics of intractable seizures following meningitis and encephalitis.
We studied clinical seizure characteristics, seizure localization, and pathology in 38 patients who developed medically intractable partial seizures following meningitis (n = 16) or encephalitis (n = 22) and were evaluated for epilepsy surgery. Whereas meningitis in this group was commonly associated with mesial temporal sclerosis (MTS), most encephalitis patients had neocortical foci. The age of onset of the encephalitic illness was important in predicting mesial temporal or neocortical foci in that group: encephalitis before, but not after, age 4 years was associated with MTS. Since almost all meningitis occurred before age 4 years, these data support the hypothesis that the medial temporal lobe is particularly susceptible to early insults, establishing the initial pathologic entity of MTS and the subsequent cascade of partial seizures. Later-onset encephalitis produced extrahippocampal neocortical seizure foci, was rarely associated with MRI abnormality, and was difficult to localize precisely. In contrast, meningitis was commonly associated with MTS, aiding seizure localization and successful surgical intervention when seizures were medically uncontrolled.